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August 14,2003

The}-J~norable.Donald L. Evans
-Secretary ofComJneTce H~ert C. Hoover Building

14th Street and Constitubon AVODUC, N.W.

Washin~on, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Secretary:
,

We 'dJ"e writing today to Tei\era.te OUT opposi\ion to ilie oppeal which hAS been sublnined
by IsJandez- East. u.Cto (lvertw:n the Octabcr 15, 200l w1d July 29. 2003 dcnial~ issued by tht:
State of Co~ecucut Dcpmment of&vironmental ProteC1ion (DEP) reaarding the proposed
constrnC1jDn of Ole Islander East Pipeline. As you may know. the pipeJine wou}d extend through
five Connec.1iCUl comm\11}jtjes, including BranfoTd. Comect1cut, where it would enter the ].ong
Jsland Sound and c<JJ1tinuC' to Shoreham. NtW York.

After thorouih revir:w, the Connecticut DEV llgc:in determined U)ar the prlJject was not
consistent ~'h the State's federally approved Coastal Zone Management Progratn (CZMP) The
DEr> found that. as proposed, th& COJ1Struction and jnsta)]ation wo\l.Jd havc negative impacts \)rl
wale's qualily, shellfiib habitat, water dept:1ldan\ U$C. and tidal wctlands. m our &scU$Siuns ..vittl
the DEP, we havc also been infOn11~d of their scrio~ concerns with the potential damage that
will bt; caused to tbc Sound's bottom wi1b the installation ofthi~ pipeJjn~-

In addition to the Dm's objections. the blanda Bad project has a1~o been reviewcd by
ge"eraJ fedcraJ agcncie§ in accordance with the National EnviTonmcn(a] Policy Act and (he Clean
Ait Act- To date. bath the United Stat~ EnvirolUnen1a1 Protectjon Agency and the Unittd Stull:S
Fjsh and Wj1dlifc Service have expressed numerous c.O1)Cems wjl.h tJ1c proposed project

As the State's regulatory enforcement agency, the Connecticut DEP is best positioJlcd tll
judge 1he a1Vironmen1.al impact of this project. Their determination of the project's inco~istency
wjlh Connccticur's CZMP i3, in oUt" view. we" fc.asoned and based on sow1d environmental
considerations. We strongly oppose the (;ODstruction and installatjon of the Islander East pipclinc
and accordingly, urge you to deny]Slander Bast's appeal to o:vertum the DEP's de(~n'Dination of
jncQDsistency with Connecticut's CZMP.

As you may know, this proposed actjvity has many interested parties. including a number
of tOwns.. commissions, non-pT(.)fit agencies. and grass-roots organizations nc[ to mention the
many jlnpat.ted home and business owners and concerned cltizms. It 'has camp. to our attentiDn
that in their Jetter of August 1, 2003, Is1apder East is requesting ilia! the Department of
Con\Ynerce move forward with the appeals proCtS5 without holdinS a public beanT1g. We bel1c'Vc
that all oftbese parties shonld have tbe opportunity to vocalize thcir conc~s to the Departmenl



of Commerce as you consider the appellant's reQuest.

We believe tha1 those most concerned ~'ith this pJOpO5aJ wolIJd benefit nom an open
forum which would assure (bent that the Depanment of Commerce hu heard thCiT voice.
Through pre..;O\l5 correspondence with your office, we were assured thai tbc DepartmeJ1t of
Comtncrcc wo'UJd bold a public heating in Connecticut Additionally, follow;ng your
Department's i~suance of a s1ay. 'We were assured that. if the Departnient WCK'e to TesUm~
processing the ~pw, the ichedu):ng of a p\lblic bearing would resume at well. We therefore
Tespectfu1Jy urgc the Depar1rnent 10 scbedule a public hearing prior to the close oC the public
c.ommen1 period,

We appreciate your consideration oftm6 matter and ask that you notify our offices when
1hc Geners} Co"Ul1cil' s office detamines the: schedu}e fox tAis appear.

Sincere)y.
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J1;.~~~~~
U.S. SMale

Cl'm.ISTOPHl::R J. DODD
U.s. Senate

J"A. -'. /)~ ~_. ~---~iJS~~e&~ ~ -.

Member of Congress
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UNITED ST A TEe DEPARTMeNT OF COMMERCE
N.cianel Oc..nic .nd A~mo.ph.ric Adminj.~r.t;ion
Weshington DC 20230

OFFICE OF THE GcNe:~AL COUNSEL

S-.., 21-.1 -

The Honorablc Rosa J,. Delaura
U.S. Huusc ofRepresematives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dcar Representative DeLaura:

Thank ynu fnr your co-!\igned letter rt:gardjn~ thc Islander East Pipeline (:ompany's
administrative appeal filed tinder the Coi.lStal Zonc Managcment Act (CZMA) and currct1tly
pending before the DcpartmCtlt or Commcrcc. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) proccsscs many aspccts ofCZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Cornmcrcc, and therefore was asked lo respond to your inquiry.

Your lelt~r reitcratcs opposition to both lslal'lder cast's appea.1 and proposed project, and also
urges the Department to procccd with prcviously announced plans to conduct a public hearing for
the appeal. We wi" add your lctlcr to the administrative record so that it ful1y reflects your vicws
concerning the proposed projcct. Further, be assured that NOAA is resuming efforts to schedule
a public hearing at a location in Connecticut. Earlier this month we advised the parties to this
cffcct and also provided the public with notice in a rcccnt Fcderal Register armounccmcnt (copy
enclosed). Scheduling information and related details will be availablc at teast 30 days prior 1.0
the hearing. As you requcstcd, wc will provide your office with this infOn1}ation.

Thank you again tor your interest in this important matter.

Sincerely,

,9IJ-~ If Jf t~
Jamcs R. Walpole

General Cou"~eJ

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT o~ COMM&~Ce
N.~~AI OceAnic 8nd At:mospheric AdmlnI8~r.~ion
Wash;('\Qw('\. D.C. ~O230

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
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The llonorablc C1u1stoph("T J. Dodd
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

De-v Senator Dodd:

Thank you for your coasigned letter regarding the Islander East Pipeline Company's
atJrnini3trative appeal fi\eli w\der the Coastal Lonc Management Act (CZMA) and clUTently
pcnding be!ore the Department of Commerce. i'he Nal.ional Oceanic and Almospheric
AuminiStr:\tion (NOAA) proce!'!'e~ many a5pecls ofCZMA appeal!; fOT the SecTelary of
Comm'-"lCc, and therefore wa.,.. asked to respond to your inquiry.

Your lcrter reiterates opposition to both Islander Easl' s appeal and proposed project, and also
urges the Dcpartmcnt to proceed with previously announced plallS to conduct a public hcaring for
the appeal. Wc will add your lcttcr to thc administrative rccord so that it fully reflects your views
concerning lhe proposed project. Fl~rthcr. be assurcd thal NOAA is rcsuming efforts to schedule
a public hearing at a location in Connecticut. Earlier this month we advised the parties to this
cff~t alll'! also provided tt"le pub tic wittl notice in a rccent Federatl{e~ister announcement (copy
cncloscd). Scheduling information and related details will be avai1able at least 30 days prior to
the hearing. As you requested, we will provi\ie YOlJr nffice with this information.

ThaIlk you again tor your \l1terest 111 lh\s important matter

Sincerely,

Enclosur~

James R. Walpole

General Counsel



UNITED STATe. a.~A.RTM&NT DF CDMMEACE
N.t:ion.1 Oc.anlc and Atmospheric Admlni81:ratlon
Wa$htngton. OC 2~30

OFFICE OF T~.E GENE~AL COUNSEL
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The Hononblc Joseph I. L\ebenl1an
Uruted Srarc~ Scnalc

Washington. D.C. 205\0

Dear SL..-nator Licbcrn1an

Thallk you for your co-signed letter rcgarding the 1.<;lan~icr East Pipeline Company's
administrative uppeal filed u(\dcr thc Coastal Zone Managcment Act (CZMA) and currcnlly
pe11ding before the Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmosphcric
Admini!itr'd.lion (NOAA) procc,.;ses many aspects or CZM A appcals rOT lhe Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond to your inquiry.

Your letter reiterates opposition to both Islandcr East's appeal and proposed project, and also
llrges the Department to proceed with prc"iously arnlounccd plans to conduct a public hearing for
lhe appeal. We will add your letter to the adIIuni.!;(raljve record so that it filUy reflects your views
concerning the proposed project. furtbcr~ be assured that NOAA is resuming efforts to schedtlle
a public hearing at a location in Connecticut. Earlier this month we advised the parties to this
cf!cct and ulso provided the public with notice in a rcccnt Federal R~.I!is(er announcement (copy
cncloscd). Scheduling infonnation and related details will be available at least 30 days prior lo
the hearing. As you requcstcd, we will provide YOUT office with this information.

Thank. you again for your intere!il in this important rtlatter.

Sincerely,

ft1lJ.,.J f1 yt~
James R. Walpole

General Counsel

Enclosurc


